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About the Book: 

       In recent years, political parties and national 
legislatures in more than one hundred countries have 
adopted quotas for the selection of female candidates 
to political office. Despite the rapid international 
diffusion of these measures, most research has 
focused on single countries—or, at most, the presence 
of quotas within one world region. Consequently, 
explanations for the adoption and impact of gender 
quotas derived from one study often contradict with 
findings from other cases. Quotas for Women in Politics 
is the first book to address quotas as a global 
phenomenon to explain their spread and impact in 
diverse contexts around the world. Synthesizing 
literature on quota policies, this book develops a 
framework for analyzing the spread of quota provisions 
and the reasons for variations in their effects. It then 
applies this framework to examine and compare 
campaigns for reserved seats in Pakistan and India, 
party quotas in Sweden and the United Kingdom, and 
legislative quotas in Argentina and France. 
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Advance Praise::::    
 
“Mona Lena Krook has written the first comprehensive 
and comparative book to help us understand the 
widespread adoption of quotas to increase the number 
of women in legislatures. This superb and pioneering 
study asks bold and innovative questions. It is sure to 
inspire more historical institutionalist studies in gender 
and politics.” 

—Aili Mari Tripp, Professor of Political Science 
& Gender & Women’s Studies, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 
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